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The concept of women empowerment is broader l}aving various issues and diveyg;
Empowerment of women can be considered as a change in the-context of a wom en's lifeons.
enables her increased capacity to lead a fulfilling human life, .characterized b EXtethat
qualities such as health, mobility, education and awareness, StE.IIUS in the family, amcipa:{lal
in decision making and level of material security as well as internal qualitjes such g Se;?n
awareness, self-esteem and self- confidence. only to make them aware of their Capacities : «
also to provide them with the opportunities, facilities and extemz.ll.and internal environment tlt
utilize their inherent qualities and to develop in them the ability to Taise voice gpq fi 0
against injustice, exploitation and violence done to them. It Is essential for bringing aboug
prosperity, peace and progress in society.

Micro finance is one of the important inventions in the field of Indian financig
system which is basically designed to fulfill the credit and financial needs of poor People Sejf
Help Group under Micro Finance is helping the poor especially poor women in meetiy o
credit needs and improving her standard of living. Self Help Group is the &roup made yp of
10 to 20 members saving a small amount of money weekly or monthly and utilizing thy
amount in some productive activities. Self Help Group has helped the poor women in many
ways like in terms of decision making ability, freedom of choice, standard of living, the
importance of education, cleanliness etc; thus leading to the total empowerment of women,
OBJECTIVES:

1. To study the concept of women empowerment.

2. To know the concept and growth of micro finance.

3. To study the role of micro finance in empowering poor women.

4. To suggest some measures for successful functioning of micro finance.
HYPOTHESIS: '

1. Women if provided proper opportunities, freedom and training realize their potential
better.

2. Women are a human resource and her empowerment leads to the progress of family,
surroundings, society and the nation.
DIVISION OF THE PAPER:
The present paper is divided in to four parts. First part introduces the topic under
study. Second part deals with role of micro —finance in empowering women. Conclusions are

drawn in the third part and the fourth part suggests some measures for successful running of
micro finance.

METHODOLOGY:

The present research paper entitled, “The role of Micro Finance in Empowerment of
Women’ is mainly based on secondary data gathered from different sources like reference
books, periodicals , research Journals and the information available on- internet .
REVIEW OF LITERATURE:

Dr. M. Venkatesh and Dr. P. Sudarsanan Pillai [2010] explain the potential and role 9f
micro finance services in the process of all inclusive rapid economic development Of,lnfhi
and also discuss the different strategies for the success of micro finance industry in a“ewatlg.‘;
poverty .Dr. G.L. Gaur Key Words — Empowerment, Micro F inance, Self Help Group, Cred!
Extension P ' o i of
[2009] opines that though micro finance sector has positive impact on socio-economic hf&:e(;
rural poor, it suffers from various defects, like exploitative and non- transparent interest'ra‘hc’
strong  arm Fecovery tactics etc. So anticipatory and recovery measures Will .remOVeteo),
lacuna of the system. Dy Sambangi [2009] studies Self Help Group as an effective ’Stmha‘\:le
and do able approach (o empower women in India .Women participation in SHG Scia i
obviously create tremendous impact upon the life pattern and style of poor women €sp°

R emboe
In rural areas ang cmpowered them at various level not only at individual but alsoas™m

of family, member of community and society as a whole, '

THE CONCEPT OF MICRO FINANCE:

.. and
i ) 2 L . ict credlt
The term Micro’ literally means small and ‘Finance’ refers to provision of

: ) ork fof
other financial services. The taskforce on supportive policy and regulatory framew
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development, it may be economic development or social security or p
originally starts from the Saving Group of Self Help. They are playin
form of {0 create awareness, to improve their skills through  training programmers’, to
enhance ang foster their Self - confidence, to broaden their professional attitudes and improve
their Personality.Micro finance and microcredit schemes are found very successful bec.ause
CVery rupee lent serves (o raise the annual household exper_ldlture to buy almost fifteen times
and recorded as the best empowerment and poverty a]levnatmg scheme throughqut the_;wg{?_.
Women’s capacity of spending money is mcreaseq due to ec](:pc;mlcf: slxva;nadilt l:z
¥ everyone had to depend upon the head of the fa'mllynforrua:lirit%f ;icro%nance is.
Ut due to Self Help Group this picture has changed. The 1mp(} aector [
0 felieve the poor from the clutches of informal ﬁnaqcxa. :0 emé e, improve ther
Provision of micro credit can enable the poor to devel(l)'P ﬂ:)‘}"“'ftc N thrivrilr)lg pr; business can
g €arhing capacity and enjoy on improved O their children to school and buld a
generate enough income to feed their fflmll}', fiellt] they become economic actors with
g, The pootest vl ey fesoii T)ret al’so the lives of others.
emPOWerment; improve not only their own life tl,] of the SHG in the following ways -
N short, Micro financing empower women members

Ability to save and access loans.FrS -
Awareness about local issues. M ig activity.
Opportunity to undertake an econczin;n |
2) Skill formation for income generation-
Group mobilization. c
:ces & Resear
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ccision making capacity within the houscholds,

6) Development of d ty development activities,

ipi 1
7) Leadership in commul :
Groups:
s faced by Sclf Help u
Pm!l)“llf(:::.zh large no of Self Help Groups

d by these groups ) availi i ¥
pmhll;:m;’lf:if;i(vbnﬁhc members joined groups for availing subsidy only,

i 26 the women in particie...
family discourages participag;
2) The male members of the y Pation g, v
activitics., . o o .
1) Lack of entreprencurial training (o ||IL' mc'ml?cr‘l,' ati o
:4‘) Low level of literacy. lack of experience in handling fundsg
- workability of SHGs. ' -
5) Increasing political interest in the ¢ JS.

Suggestions: . ) L
2!12 Most of the SHG members are from agriculture sector and realizin

: e A rife
women in agriculture. the efforts should be made in providing differers of

flourished in the last 2 dccades, stil] they
€ are

» Uncertaingy abenye the

programmers’ like training in irrigation, soil conservations, dairy devel "“i’g
Tthtraining can also be provided in the activities which are related t =

o ag]’icuhun Fk:

food processing. horticulture. livestock. animal husbandry, poultry, fisherjes etc.

A proper education is need to be provided like maintainin.g a clean ENVironme-,
proper disposal of waste. use of proper sanitation, regular maintenance of house, tr,,
plantation. kitchen gardening etc. which can be resulted in to clean and hegps.
environment for poor people and will help to reduce the illness or any other diseass;
3. To make SHG successful and sustainable in future, involvement and active
participation of SHG members is needed. So the group leaders and the institye
promoting SHG should encourage the members to actively participate in all activitis
of SHG,
Therce is need 10 spread the importance and benefits of SHG. So that the poor peopk
who are unaware about SHG can also form in to SHG. So different types of
awareness programmers’ need to be arranged to increase the number of SHGs
5. SHGs role mayv further be enhanced through its involvement in development

programmers” implemented in the rural areas.
CONCLUSION:

Dr. Mohamed Yunus a recipient of Noble P
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people, has really given a way to poor people to extend the et
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©roup is benefiting poor woman not only in terms of credit extension, income ge"em"mbf
also making & woman most self-reliant, empowered and independent by enabling her =¥
decisions in every sphere of her life. Woman's self help groups which provide a cot0
atmosphere for enlightening and cmpowering the rural women who were for long readi2”
Lraditiona) patniarchal track. have slow]yv bu\{ steadily switched over to the female I i
SpOwWerment track. The pace is slow, obvious]y because of their poor knowledge. Sb'cﬂ“’
c:Ll«_nu,unu base. Howey cr erted dri‘\'c towards empowerment through c.\.‘f 4
:'J'::\’:!:‘"",:: .Lz“.(ff.:\« ::-;'i-?plc.”,bl;\‘t(}()rs’ corporate and colleges and universities, the P
REFERE N Fould be constantly accelerated.
-H8:

with a cone

QP
1) 1« - . ‘ and -~

‘ L,! li s ivan ‘Empowerment of Indian  Women', Mahavest

) 3 Ublishing, New, Delhi, 2006 Lt ¥
~ Colhj Chandrashan - 2 : earjon PYE T
 Deliyj, 19;;; fashami Empowerment of Women, * Amol Publicatiol

h ol .~ = ¢

’dluhdjd“ us. "Women Contribug
» Deep ang Deep p
) Buna I3

louse, Ney,

) veldf®
_ _ i . , ;jal D€
i lon o India’s Economic and S0¢ .y
ublication, New Delhi, 1993 b

.l?’“lh_h‘-crmcm of Rural Women Through SHG,’ Discover
Delhi, 2006




